
 

Dear Members, 

WAVENEY BIRD CLUB SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 

A message from Steve 

“It is with great sadness that we must report the loss of long-term club member Nat Firman. Nat tragically 
died in hospital following a road traffic accident on Saturday 13th August. Many of you will remember Nat from 
Minsmere, where she oCen volunteered, and fulfilling her passion for birds and especially Marsh Harriers. 

For the club, Nat was always there to help out and whenever we visited Aldeburgh Marshes, Nat would not 
only accompany us, but would arrange for her husband Jack to ferry us back to our cars parked at Slaughden. 

We offer our deepest condolences to Jack. Natalie wouldn’t want a fuss, so her funeral will be a small, private 
affair, but we will try to find out the date, so that we can think of her and Jack with love in our hearts on the 
day. Jack’s preference to condolence cards is that people donate to RSPB Minsmere’s collecOon box and think 
of Nat with fondness and love as they do so. 

RSPB Minsmere have pledged to put up a plaque in Island Mere hide to honour her memory. 

UPDATE ON OUTDOOR EVENTS 

We had a very successful evening in late June looking for Nightjars on Dunwich Heath. There were quite a few 
churring and we all managed to have good views as they flew over our heads. A successful outcome and an 
enjoyable evening. 

The Swift Walk and a Swift Pint once again was a very enjoyable and well attended evening, with a slightly 
different format as we all walked together around Bungay looking up to the skies counting the swifts. Steve 
gave us Swift facts at various stops along the way and the total number of swifts recorded was 342. 

Unfortunately, the meeting at Dickleburgh Moor on 11th August was cancelled due to the Moor being totally 
dried up. 

Outdoor events continue so please look on the WBC web site for up-to-date details on all the events. 

INDOOR EVENTS 

We are now resuming our indoor meetings which will take place as usual at the Maltings Pavilion Ditchingham. 
All meetings start at 7.30pm 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 13th September. The talk will be about Turtle Doves given by Eliza Leat 
from the RSPB. The 2021 National Turtle dove census revealed the UK turtle dove population to be at an all-
time low of 2,100 pairs. Evidence suggests decline is mostly a result of fewer breeding attempts, reduced food 
availability and hunting on their migration. East Anglia is still a stronghold for this species and Operation 
Turtle Dove are working with landowners to provide the right habitats for this species to thrive. 



Following on, the next talk will be on Tuesday 11th October for a talk by Dr Ieuan Evans from the BTO on 
Tracking Migrating Birds.In December we will be meeting on Tuesday 13th December for a talk by Peter 
Stammers on Ospreys. We also hope to have a second speaker that evening for a talk on The Night Parrot 
in Western Australia. 

THE SALE OF PADDY SHAW’S OPTICAL EQUIPMENT. 

Paddy’s family have asked the WBC if they would help in the sale of Paddy’s scopes. Both these scopes are in 
excellent condition and come with a Manfrotto head, tripod and mule back pack. 

The first is a Kowa 883 (retail £2,299) and offers in the region of £1300 upwards have been suggested. 

The second is a small Swarovski ATS (retail £2,099) with offers in the region of £1050 upwards. 

There is also a 1.6x extender to fit A Kowa 883 (retail £300) with offers in the region of £200. 

If you need more information, please contact Steve at spiotrowski@btinternet.com 

Bids for the optics need to be in via e-mail to Steve by Friday 30th September. 

REQUEST FOR HELP IN SETTING UP AUDIO EQUIPMENT AT EVENTS. 

The club has most of the audio equipment we require but we desperately need someone to help set it up and 
manage it at the evening events. If there is anyone who would be willing to help or has some experience with 
sound systems, please get in touch with Steve on the above e-mail. 

SWIFT TOWER UPDATE 

Initially, the plan was to build a Swift Tower at Walberswick but, due to some local opposition, permission was 
withdrawn by the landowners. The Eelsfoot Inn was thought to be an extremely positive alternative and the 
landowner (Adnams) had given their approval for the tower to be built in the grounds of the pub. 

The club has the following funds available towards the project and at the moment these are, £6k donation, £235 
from walks that Mark Broughton has led for Aldeburgh Golf Club and there is also just over a £1k from the 
Paddy Shaw Memorial fund that the club will donate to this cause. The overall cost of the project will be 
around £17.5k and it will take approximately 2 years to complete. The two-year timescale will also allow for 
further grant applications to be submitted. 

ACCESS FOR ALL PATH UPDATE 

At long last this is about to commence at RSPB Minsmere. The starting date will be around the 3rd September 
and hopefully it will be completed by the end of December of this year. During this time the North Wall access 
to the beach will be closed. 

CHARITABLE STATUS UPDATE 

The application has gone in and we are awaiting a final decision. Hopefully this will be soon as we can then 
claim back various taxes on donations up to 4 years prior to the application which will give us some extra 
money for the club. 

PUBLICITY AND MEDIA UPDATE 

The Club continues to attract new followers on Twitter and in total we have 695 followers. Facebook numbers 
have also increased and local residents continue to ask questions about bird ID and good local birding spots. 
Donna Dean, our Publicity and Media committee member, felt we could do more to increase both our Facebook 
and Twitter profiles and to this end she has produced a template for social media information These can be used  

mailto:spiotrowski@btinternet.com


by members to send any information or pictures to her for use in the various forums. If anyone would like to 
partake in this please contact Donna at: - donnadean8@gmail.com 

I hope you have found the newsletter of interest and will continue to support the club through your membership 
and attendance at various meetings indoor or out. More information can be found on our website. 
Waveneybirdclub.com 

Regards The Waveney Bird Club Committee
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