
 

JANUARY 2026  

Dear Members  

A belated Happy New Birding Year to you all. 

The committee have recently met so here is an update of the items discussed and information 
about up-and-coming events with the club.  

Membership Secretary Report 
Renewal letters went out to all members on 01/01/26. 
We’re still growing in numbers as 10 people joined during the last two months of 2025.  
Many members have paid their subs for 2026 and we now have a total of 167 members.   If you 
haven’t paid yet, please do so promptly.  Please advise Cheryl when you have paid so she can 
keep an up-to-date record. Several more members have signed up for Gift Aid, which is a great 
way of adding 25% to your contributions to the club at no cost to yourself.  Many thanks for your 
generous donations to the Swift Tower and Barn Owl projects. 
If you have not paid, please contact Cheryl on cheryldeeks@gmail.com  

Events  

The year began with the annual Flying Start; it was very well attended despite the arctic conditions. 
Cheryl and David are to be congratulated for attending all seven days, as usual, but now have 
competition from Chris Gunton who also braved every day. We usually finished around 3pm each 
day and there was no rush to fit everything in. For full details of every day of the Flying Start log 
into the Waveney Bird Club Facebook Page. 

The programme for 2026 went on the website mid- December. There are still a few events to add 
and somewhere details need to be confirmed. Please refer to this for all the latest information and 
updates.  

We are looking forward to our first meeting of the year which will be a talk by Roger Walsh on his 
trip to South Africa. Roger will talk about birding, ringing and safari in Cape Town, Nuweejars, and 
Kruger National Park. 

Tuesday 20th January 2026 
7:30pm The Crisp Malt Pavilion, Pirnhow Street, Bungay NR35 2RU 

As usual there will be a raffle and refreshments.  

 

Following on from that we have an outdoor meeting on   
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Sunday February 8th 2026​ at Whitlingham Country Park. This will be led by Graham Dawson 
Whitlingham Country Park sits on the south side of Norwich adjacent to the river Yare. It consists of 
two Broads, woodland and an area of marsh. Much of the two Broads can be viewed from one 
side.  Duck and Gull numbers should be at their maximum and there is the possibility of a wintering 
Diver or rare Grebe.  We will be looking for waterbirds and if conditions allow, take a walk through 
the woodland or Whitlingham Marsh. 
Meet at 9.00am by the jetty in front of the main CP. The café and toilets are here. Free parking may 
be available on the access road, but a longer walk to the start will be required. 
what3words: pushed.stop.yards 
To book contact Wendy Bainbridge  wendy@planetry.com 
Then it is back to an Indoor Meeting on Tuesday 10th February with a talk by Harry Read. We 
don’t know the topic yet but I am sure Harry will come up with something suitable. Harry is a great 
speaker, enthusiastic and extremely passionate in all he does. So come along to his mystery talk!  

As usual 7:30pm at   The Crisp Malt Pavilion, Pirnhow Street, Bungay NR35 2RU 

Raffle and refreshments as well!  

Swift Tower 
As most of you know the Swift Tower is up and running at the Eel’s Foot Pub at Eastbridge. The 
call recordings are now installed as is the QR code on the display board. This enables people to 
make a donation towards the funds for the upkeep of the tower.  

Like all in the hospitality industry the Eel’s Foot Inn is having to prioritise its survival as a business 
although it has been able to distribute WBC leaflets and install two additional versions of the 
original swift tower interpretation artwork.  This means that the QR code enabling people to 
contribute funds to the club for ongoing maintenance is displayed prominently in the pub and 
grounds. At the end of the newsletter is a poster about the Swift Tower with the QR code on it. If 
any members know a suitable place to put a poster up, please do. Just print it off!  

Social Media 

Harry Read updates our Facebook and Twitter accounts and would appreciate any news including 
photographs sent to him for posting. 
Post to 	  harryread96@hotmail.com  
Alternatively post rhiannawren@gmail.com 
Donations  
We are very grateful to John Hunt of Hevingham Hall who has donated £1000 to the club. This will 
be split between the Club and the Ringing Group. We have also received £500 from Viking Optical 
and this money will go to the ringing group.  

Viking Optical will also give discount on certain purchases at their Halesworth shop if you mention 
that you are a member of the Waveney Bird Club.  

We thank all members who have donated to the Swift Tower and the Barn Owl projects So far this 
year we have received £160 for the Swift Tower and £385 for the Barn Owls.   

Barn Owl Update - BOSS 

We would like to begin by offering a huge thank you to everyone who has very kindly donated to 
our Barn Owl Fund. Your support is genuinely appreciated, and every contribution will be put to 
good use. Over the coming months, funds will be used to replace a number of older nest boxes that 
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are now reaching the end of their working life, ensuring that suitable nesting sites remain available 
across the area. 

Last year proved to be an especially difficult one for barn owls. Challenging weather patterns and a 
widespread shortage of prey meant that many pairs struggled, and breeding success was poor in 
several areas. With ongoing changes in climate and land management, it is more important than 
ever that we give these much-loved birds all the help we can. 

Providing nest boxes remains a vital part of our work, and if you have suitable land and habitat 
where a box could be installed, we would love to hear from you. However, a nest box on its own is 
only part of the picture. A barn owl box without the right surrounding habitat is rather like a house 
with an empty fridge — somewhere to live, but nothing to eat. 

Barn owls rely heavily on small mammals, particularly field voles, and these in turn depend on the 
right conditions to thrive. Rough grassland is crucial, especially areas of long, tussocky grass 
where voles can find food and shelter. Leaving margins or strips of grass along field edges, ditches 
and hedgerows uncut can make a huge difference, but these areas do need time to develop so that 
vole populations can build up properly. Where voles thrive, barn owls can too. 

Thoughtful, small-scale actions can have a big impact. Combining a well-sited nest box with good 
hunting habitat, rough grass margins and a few suitable perches where owls can sit and hunt 
during colder weather can significantly improve their chances of survival. These simple measures, 
when taken together, help create a landscape where barn owls can once again find both shelter 
and food. 

Thank you once again to everyone who continues to support barn owls — your help really does 
make a difference. 

Contact Sally on 07708 141 276  

Lesley and David Walduck 

Last year we had a visit to Snape led by Lesley and David Walduck which a number of members 
took part. Here is an article about the work they have been doing.  

Derek and Lesley Walduck have been named 2025 winners of the David Wood National 
Landscape Award in recognition for their inspirational work leading the GreenSnape 
Community Group.  The annual award is presented to an individual, organisation or 
community group that has made an outstanding contribution to the Suffolk & Essex Coast & 
Heaths National Landscape [formerly AONB].   

GreenSnape Community Group was founded in 2017 to protect and enhance the 

environment in and around Snape for the benefit of people and wildlife.   Inspired by Derek 

and Lesley, the group membership has grown to 115 people of all ages in a village of 650 

residents, while raising thousands in donations and grants for transformative projects 

carried out by volunteers.    The range of achievements by GreenSnape, led by Derek and 

Lesley, include landscape scale projects to restore and enhance Snape Common, Priory 

Wood, the village green and verges, while also organising conservation work parties, 

events, talks and visits each year. 



Derek and Lesley Walduck said, 

"We’re very honoured to receive such a prestigious award and also very grateful to National 

Landscape for their support over the years, especially with a number of generous grants.  

We’re very proud of our GreenSnape committee and volunteers for all their hard work and 

commitment. “It’s important at a time when our area is so much under threat from energy 

infrastructure that we all do what we can to help our beleaguered environment at a local 

level." 

For Sale  

One of our members has Leica Telescope for sale Details as below  

Leica Apo-Televid 62 telescope 

Telescope body, 20-60x Zoom eyepiece, original case and box. 
In good working order, though the 20x60x markings on the eyepiece do not align properly with the 
body, and one of the two focus wheels (the less sensitive one, closest to the eye piece is tight (two 
common problems with this model – according to Cley Spy): hence asking price of £450 (c.
£700-900 in perfect condition).  
Has been checked over by Cley Spy and Viking. 

Call, Mike Raven (Diss, 01379 308942, or 07854 540408). 

New Film  

I am sure most members have heard of the Book H is for Hawk which has now been made into a 
film. H is For Hawk is in Cinemas from January 23rd. 

After losing her beloved father, Helen finds herself saved by an unlikely friendship with a stubborn 
goshawk named Mabel. Starring Claire Foy and based on the true story and memoir of the same 
name, H is for Hawk is a soaring journey of the connection between people and nature, and the 
restorative power it brings. 

If you copy and paste this link into your browser the trailer should come up.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=WuH5gyvPHdkoGbWZ&v=RJ29BBXfN64&feature=youtu.be 

That is all for now and we hope to see you all in the near future.  

Waveney Bird Club Committee  



 

The screeching call of swifts, once a 
familiar accompaniment on summer 
evenings has become much scarcer. 

The swift tower provides a large 
number of nest sites and seeks to 

inform and raise the awareness of the 
plight of these wonderful birds. 

The Eel’s Foot Inn 
Swift Tower 

Eastbridge, Suffolk

Waveney Bird Club, a Registered 
Charity, has to assist in raising funds 

for the maintenance of the tower. Please 
consider donating to help carry out this 
work. If you would like more information 
and to donate, please scan the QR code 

or visit https://waveneybirdclub.com/ 
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